Jesus’ Baptism
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Scripture Reference
Mark 1:4-11

Church Season
Baptism of Our Lord

Lesson
  At-A-Glance

Lesson Focus
God loves his Son, Jesus.

Gather (10 minutes)
Arrival Time

Spark Resources

Supplies

Activity Pages

Pencils, construction paper,
scissors, markers, whiteboard,
dry-erase marker

Leaflet

Paper hearts from Arrival Time

None

None

Kids make and decorate paper hearts and do an
Activity Page.

Circle Time
Kids gather in a circle to greet each other, hear
about the lectionary season, and talk about the
meanings of the symbols of a star and a heart.

Prayer Time
Kids pray, crossing their hands over their hearts.

Open the Bible (15 minutes)
Jesus’ Baptism Storytelling

Spark Resources

Supplies

Spark Story Bibles

Bowls of water

Leaflets, Lesson Stickers

None

Leaflets

Pencils, markers

Leader or kid reads aloud from the Spark Story
Bible, and kids dip their hands in water whenever
they hear the words baptize or baptism.

John Baptizes Jesus
Kids use their bodies to show what happened
when John baptized Jesus.

Who Do You Love?
Kids draw the faces of and write the names of
people they love inside dove shapes.
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Lesson
  At-A-Glance
Activate Faith (15 minutes)
Supplies

Leaflets

Pencils, whiteboard, dry-erase
marker

Leaflets

None

None

Cotton swabs or paintbrushes,
vinegar or lemon juice, salt,
crayons, paper, small bowls

Spark Resources

Supplies

Leaflets

Pencils, scissors

Leaflets, Family Pages

Bowls of water from Jesus’
Baptism Storytelling

Kids do a word-search puzzle to find the words
that God spoke at Jesus’ baptism.

Water, Water Everywhere!
Kids notice the many ways they use water in their
everyday lives and identify the three different
states of water—solid, liquid, and gas.

Invisible Cross
Kids do a science experiment with the outcome
of seeing a cross emerge.

Send (5 minutes)
Good-bye Time
Kids select what they will do at home this week,
say the lesson focus statement, and gather to say
good-bye.

Prayer Time
Kids use water as part of a prayer

Visit www.sparksundayschool.org for more Spark content! Watch a short Lesson Prep Video that will
prepare you and give you confidence to explore this Bible story with the kids you are leading. You will also
find four downloadable resources for this lesson: an Activity Page, a Family Page, and two additional in-class
activities.
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God’s Words

Spark Resources

Gather (10 minutes)
Arrival Time

Tear here for easy use!

Set out markers, pencils, and copies of the Activity Page for this lesson.
When kids come to class, greet each of them by name and with a high five. Give
each kid a sheet of paper, pencil, and scissors. We’re going to make paper hearts.
Let’s fold our paper in half, like this. Demonstrate how to fold the paper in half.
Give kids time to fold their papers. The next step is to use your pencils to draw
half a heart on your paper like this. Draw this step on the whiteboard, and draw
it on your paper, too. Check each kid’s paper after this step. Cut along the half-aheart outline you just drew, but don’t cut on the fold. Demonstrate this with your
paper heart. Now unfold your papers, and you’ll see a heart shape! Unfold the
paper to reveal a full heart.

Spark Resources
Activity Pages

Supplies
Pencils
Construction paper
Scissors
Markers
Whiteboard
Dry-erase marker

It’s time to decorate your hearts. You may draw whatever kinds of pictures or
designs that you’d like on your heart. But each of you has to draw one thing for
sure: a cross. Draw a cross shape on the whiteboard. Give kids time to draw. Go
around to each kid, asking him or her to describe what they are drawing. Set paper
hearts aside.
Invite kids to do the Activity Page.

Circle Time
Invite the kids to stand in a circle facing out. Hold each other’s hands up high.
One at a time, turn 180 degrees to the left, crossing your arms so that you are
facing into the circle, your right arm over your left. Each person says, “My name is
[name] and I’m in God’s family!” Invite the next kid to your left to turn in to the
circle in the same manner. Go around the circle until everyone is facing in. If you do
this each week, make sure the kids stand in a different order so that no one is last
every week.

Spark Resources
Leaflet

Supplies
Paper hearts from Arrival
Time

Gather kids to sit in a circle, in a small group on the floor, or at tables.
If the kids in your class tried the Faith on the Go! activities from last week’s leaflet,
be sure to invite kids to share what they did. Ask everyone how they showed love
to someone or helped another person during the last week.
Hold up the leaflet, and point to the star on the gold background. We’re beginning
a new season of the church year called Epiphany. Can you say it with me?
Epiphany! During Epiphany we celebrate Jesus as the light of the world. Why is
the star a good symbol of Epiphany? (Stars can help us remember the light.) What
color background is behind the star? (gold) Gold shows us that this is a special
day in the church year. This special day is called the Baptism of Our Lord. Whom
are we talking about when we say Lord? (Jesus) And can you guess what our
Bible story is about today? (Jesus’ baptism)
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Prayer Time
Cross your arms over your chest. Demonstrate this. Give kids time to do this. Now
hold your arms like this while you listen to the prayer.

Spark Resource

Dear God,
As we cross our arms
Over our hearts,
We remember
How much you loved your Son, Jesus;
And we are reminded of
How much you love us, too.
Thank you for sending Jesus
Into our world!
Amen.

Supplies

None

None

Open the Bible (15 minutes)
Jesus’ Baptism Storytelling
Fill several small bowls with water. Place a bowl in front of each kid, or invite kids to
pair up and share a bowl.

Spark Resources

I’m going to read about the day Jesus was baptized, and you’re going to help
me tell the story! Whenever you hear me say the word baptize, you will dip one
finger into your bowl and flick a little bit of water in the air. Show kids how to
do this by dipping one finger in the water then flicking it against your thumb to
make a small spray. Emphasize that kids are not to go wild with the water, just a
tiny droplet will do! Let kids practice once or twice. Whenever you hear me say
the word baptism, you will do a different action. Then you will dip a finger in the
water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead. Show kids how to do this,
and let them practice. You’ll have to listen carefully, because you will hear the
word baptism only once.

Supplies

72

—

Jesus’ Baptism

Spark Story Bibles

Bowls of water

Grades 1-2 Lectionary Leader Guide. Spark™ Sunday School © 2011 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. May not be reproduced.

Tear here for easy use!

Hand out the kids’ paper hearts from Arrival Time. When you came to class today,
you designed a paper heart. Let’s share our paper hearts. Invite kids to show the
class their designs. Each heart is different from the others because each of us
decorated them in our own ways. But they all have something the same. What is
that? (They all have crosses on them.) When you see a heart, what does it remind
you of? (love) And when you see a cross, what does that remind you of? (Jesus)
Today we’re going to learn about God’s love (point to a heart) for his Son, Jesus
(point to the cross on that heart)—and how God showed that love in a most
amazing way! Let’s pray, and then we’ll read more about it in our Spark Story
Bibles. Collect the paper hearts and set them aside.

Pass out the Spark Story Bibles and invite everyone to find Jesus’ Baptism on pages
242–245. Wait until all kids have found the story, assisting those who may need
help. Encourage kids to follow along as you read, or ask for a volunteer to read out
loud.

Tear here for easy use!

What happened when John baptized Jesus? (The skies opened up and God’s Spirit
floated down on Jesus like a dove. A voice from heaven spoke.) Why do you think God
did all of these things? Let kids respond. God loved Jesus—and God wanted the
whole world to know that Jesus was his Son!
Because Jesus came into our world, we can be baptized, too. Dip your finger in
water and flick a tiny drop at each of the kids. When we are baptized with water
and words the pastor says, we become part of God’s family! Dip your finger in
water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead. Thanks be to God!
Have a brief conversation about the story. Ask the kids these questions:
1. Who baptized Jesus? (John the Baptist)
2. What floated down from heaven when Jesus was baptized? (God’s Spirit or the
Holy Spirit, who looked like a dove.)
3. What do you imagine the voice from heaven sounded like? Affirm all
responses. Kids may take turns saying “This is my Son.”

John Baptizes Jesus
If kids are not already seated at a table, move to one for this activity. Give each
kid a leaflet. Let’s look at the Bible story picture on the first page of our leaflets.
In today’s story, who was baptized? (Jesus) And whom did God call, “My Son?”
(Jesus) Let’s use our big sticker to complete the picture and show Jesus’ happy
face! Hand out large stickers and give kids time to place their stickers.

Spark Resources
Leaflets
Lesson Stickers

Supplies
None

Let’s all stand up. We’ll read the story together. Whenever we come to an arrow,
we’ll use our bodies to show what happened. If an arrow points down, we’ll bend
our knees and scrunch down low, like this. Demonstrate this action. And if an
arrow points up, we’ll stand up tall and stretch our hands up to the sky, like this.
Demonstrate this action. Let’s practice these a few times. Up! Down! Up! Down!
Up! Down! Up! Ready? Read the story slowly so the kids can follow along. Scrunch
down or stand up depending on the direction of the arrow.
All the way under the water Jesus went. [down]
Jesus splashed up out of the river. [up]
Jesus looked up and saw God’s Spirit floating down from heaven like a dove.
[down]
Jesus lifted his hands and smiled. [up]
God’s voice said, “This is my Son! He is the great joy in my life!” [down]
Try reading through the story a second time—this time, at a much faster pace.
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Let’s finish by looking up and lifting up our hands to thank God for showing us
that Jesus is his Son.
Let’s look at the bottom of this page to learn where we can find this story in our
Bible!
Today’s Bible story, Jesus’ Baptism, is from the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the
shortest of the four Gospels, but it has the most events from Jesus’ life. Mark is
an action-packed book!
Tear here for easy use!

Give kids the three word stickers. Now look at the bottom of the third page in your
leaflet. It has the same words that we just read, but it’s missing some important
words. Use the word stickers to fill in the blanks. Which word do you think goes
where? (Baptism, Gospels, events) After attaching the stickers, read the statements
together.
If you are interested in teaching your kids a Bible Memory Verse from this story,
use this one. Teach it to them by inviting them to echo what you say, one phrase at
a time.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.” Mark 1:11

Who Do You Love?
Invite kids to open to the second page of their leaflets. Today’s story showed
us how much God loves his Son, Jesus. Did you know that God loves you, too?
Pause. How can you tell? Let kids respond.

Spark Resources

One of the many ways that God shows love for us is by giving us good people in
our lives. Parents, grandparents, teachers, daycare providers, friends—everyone
who cares for us is a gift from God and one way God says, “I love you!”

Pencils
Markers

Leaflets

Supplies

Let’s look at the second page of our leaflet. What shapes do you see? (doves)
How was the dove important in our Bible story today? (God ‘s Spirit looked like a
dove and gracefully floated down from heaven to land on Jesus.) Think about some of
the important people whom God has put in your life. When you have thought of
three names, raise your hand. Pause while kids think. Good! Now draw the faces
of those people in the dove shapes and write their names inside, too. Give kids
time to draw and write. Draw a cross by each name to show that God loves them
too!
Be sensitive to those who may come from difficult home situations. They may wish
to list other relatives, as well as friends, doctors, teachers, pastors, and so on, on
their leaflets. Remind kids that their larger church family also cares for them and is
another gift from God!
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God’s Words
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Let’s look at the third page of the leaflet. God said some important words at
Jesus’ baptism. Who can read the sentences in our leaflet for us? Invite one kid
to read from the leaflet: “When Jesus was baptized, God said, ‘This is my Son! He
has been chosen and marked by my love! He is the great joy of my life!’”
Let’s look at the word-search puzzle and see how many of those words we can
find there. Words may go across or down. Help kids find the following words: Son,
chosen, marked, love, joy, life, and my. Give kids time to find the words.

Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
Pencils
Whiteboard
Dry-erase marker

Wait! I see more words hiding in the puzzle. God didn’t speak these words,
but they are important story words: Jesus, baptism, and God. Write JESUS,
BAPTISM, and GOD on the whiteboard. Let’s see if you can find these important
story words in the puzzle. Give kids time to find the remaining three words.

Water, Water Everywhere!
Turn to the back page of your leaflets. Our bodies need lots of water, not only for
drinking, but for washing, cooking, and many other things.

Spark Resources

Did you know that water can come in three different forms? Who wants to guess
what those forms are? Let kids respond. They are: liquid—like regular drinking
water, solid—like ice or snow, and gas—like mist or steam. We use liquid water
all the time. But when do we use water in its solid form? (ice cubes in drinks,
building a snow fort, and so on) How about in its gas form? (steam ironing clothes,
whistling teapots, and so on) If you had to count, how many times a day do you
think you use water in one form or another? Let kids respond.

Supplies

Leaflets

None

Let’s look at our leaflet and see some of the ways that people see or use water in
daily life. What do you see in the top left photo? (a girl washing her hands) What
form of water is she using? (liquid) Now look at the next one. What do you see?
(a boy swimming) What form of water is in this picture? (liquid) Continue in this
way, inviting kids to take turns describing each photograph and to say if the water
is solid, liquid, or a gas. The glass of water with ice cubes is tricky because it has
water in both liquid and solid states.
Just as our bodies need water every day, our spirits need God’s Word. In
baptism, we get both! When we’re baptized, the pastor uses water and speaks
God’s words of promise to us. From that moment on, we have new life as children
of God. So be thankful for water—and for God’s Word!
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Invisible Cross
Today we’ve been talking about how God loves his Son, Jesus. Just as Jesus was
marked with God’s love at his baptism, so we are marked with God’s love at our
baptisms. When we are baptized, the pastor may use oil to draw a cross on our
foreheads. We can’t see it, but God always knows it’s there and that we belong
to God. We’re going to make invisible crosses to remind ourselves that we
belong to God.

None

Supplies
Cotton swabs or paintbrushes
Vinegar or lemon juice
Salt
Crayons
Paper
Small bowls

Invite kids to pass out paper and cotton swabs, giving each kid one of each. Set out
the bowls of lemon juice or vinegar so kids can easily reach one. Before we begin,
can anyone guess what is in the bowls? Affirm responses. Let’s smell it and see if
you change your minds. Give kids a chance to smell the lemon juice or vinegar. It’s
lemon juice/vinegar.
The first step to making our invisible cross is to dip a cotton swab in vinegar or
lemon juice and paint a cross on the paper. What do you see? (a wet cross) Now
I’m going to sprinkle something over your crosses. Sprinkle a liberal amount of
salt over the drying “ink.” What did I sprinkle? (salt) Wait another minute or so
until the “ink” appears dry. I’m going to bring around the trash can. I want you to
hold your paper over the trash can then gently brush the salt off your paper into
the trash. Take the trash can around to each kid. Now what do you see on your
paper? (nothing) Yes! The cross is invisible. Use a crayon to color over the area
of your paper where the cross was. Give kids time to color. What happens? (The
cross becomes visible.) The cross will show up white through the crayon.
Although we cannot see God’s love for us, we can see God’s love all around us in
the kind and loving people in our lives.
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We’re going to make something that turns invisible. What does invisible mean?
(You can’t see it.) What are some invisible things that you know about? Affirm
responses.

Spark Resources

Send (5 minutes)
Good-bye Time

Tear here for easy use!

Thank you for coming to class today. We heard the story of Jesus’ baptism and
learned that God loves his Son, Jesus. God loves you, too—and at baptism, God
welcomes you into the family of faith! This week you can share that good news
with your family and friends.
Direct attention to the back of the Faith on the Go! slip on the bottom of the back
page of the leaflet. Kids can fill in the blanks with the name of someone they want
to give this slip to, their own name, and today’s date. Encourage them to mark one
or more of the ideas or add their own. Have kids cut the slip off on the line, ready to
give to someone else.

Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies
Pencils
Scissors

After class, give this slip to someone you want to do the activity with. It’s like a
coupon for time with you. Next week we can tell each other what we did to share
God’s love and remember our Bible story!
It’s time for our closing circle. Give kids time to stand with you in a circle facing in.
Ask everyone to cross their arms, right over left, and hold hands with the person
beside them. Squeeze your right hand, and then invite the kids to squeeze their
right hands one at a time. (You will be going clockwise.) Say, God gives [name
each kid as their hands are squeezed] a squeeze and a hug today! Then shout
together, “God loves his Son, Jesus!” Lift your arms up together, turn 180 degrees
to the right, and now you will all be holding hands in a circle facing out.

Prayer Time
Set out the bowls of water from the storytelling activity, making sure that each
kid can easily reach one. Gently swirl your fingers around in the water while you
listen to the prayer.
Swirling, whirling, swishing water
Washing all our sins away.
Help us, God, to love each other
As you love us, every day.
Amen.

Spark Resources
Leaflets
Family Pages

Supplies
Bowls of water from Jesus’
Baptism Storytelling

Be sure to send the leaflets, paper hearts, and Family Pages home with kids.
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